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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


SHOOTING INCIDENT 
EVALUATION 


UNIT: Field Operation Region I - East Los Angeles Station - Special Problems Enforcement 
Team 


DATE: 10-27-99 

TIME: 1610 Hours 

LOCATION: [ Leonard Avenue, East Los Angeles 
URN#: 499-14142-0287-011 

IAB#: SO1234567 


NATURE OF INCIDENT: On October 27, 1999, at approximately 1610 hours, Deputies Tim 
Phillips, Manny Garza, and MJ, were working a three person Special Problems 
Enforcement Team (S.P.E.T.) car and patrolling in the 1000 block of Leonard Avenue. 


As they turned to go north on Leonard Avenue, they saw two men walking a bicycle in the 
middle of the street, impeding vehicular traffic. They initiated a traffic stop and detained the two 
men. Apparently, at the onset of the detention, one of the men discarded a dollar bill to the 
ground that was later discovered to have marijuana wrapped inside. Both men were detained 
pending a narcotics investigation. 


During the investigation, the men gave suspicious home addresses. Deputy Garza thought that he 
recognized one of the suspects as a resident of JJ Leonard Ave, which was approximately 
20 yards north of the detention. 


Deputy Garza went to PA to ascertain if he could contact anyone at the residence to 
confirm his suspicion that one of the suspects lived at that residence. He knocked on the front 
door but did not get a response. He then went around to the back door, walking along a walkway 
between the residence and an apartment building north of the residence. 


Nx 


As he got to the back of the residence, he peeped into a very small broken window and saw a 
man and a woman inside. The woman was yelling “policia”, “policia” as the male began to run 
toward the front door of the residence. Deputy Garza returned to the front of the residence just as 
the suspect (later identified as Luis Sosa) was exiting the front door. 


Sosa, who was armed with a blue steel 22 (long) caliber, semiautomatic pistol, turned and fired 
one shot at Deputy Garza, who immediately ducked and went to the ground for cover. Deputies 
Phillips and J saw the shooting and thought that Deputy Garza had been shot. They 
both identified themselves and returned fire. Sosa ran north on Leonard Avenue and turned a 
second time to fire at the deputies and both Deputies Phillips and [NM fired at him a 
second time. Sosa dropped his gun in the street and continued running north on Leonard Avenue, 
then west in between two residences, eventually running into apartment [ij at MY EN 
HEB. Deputy Garza said that he did not fire at Sosa because he never had a sight picture on him. 
A 998 was broadcast and the area was quickly contained by East Los Angeles Station field 
personnel. 


COMPLETED BY: Sergeant Steven Katz 
Internal Affairs Bureau 


DATE: 11-01-99 
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


Wednesday, October 27, 1999, Sergeant’s Steven Katz and Clay Porlier and Lieutenant Cecil 
Rhambo of the Internal Affairs Bureau, responded to the unincorporated community of East Los 
Angeles to investigate an officer involved shooting by East Los Angeles Station personnel. East 
Los Angeles Station Detective Lieutenant R. Mills briefed the responding personnel. This 
review of the incident is based on the briefing, witness interviews, 911 tape, East Los Angeles 
Detective Bureau investigation, and related reports (499-14142-0287-055) contained in this use 
of force report. 


SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT 


Deputies Tim Phillips, Manny Garza, and MJ. were working a three person Special 
Problems Enforcement Team (S.P.E.T.) car and patrolling in the 1000 block of Leonard Avenue. 


As they turned to go north on Leonard Avenue, they saw two men walking a bicycle in the 
middle of the street, impeding vehicular traffic. They initiated a traffic stop and detained them. 
Apparently, at the onset of the detention, one of the men discarded a dollar bill to the ground that 
was later discovered to have marijuana wrapped inside. Both men were detained pending a 
narcotics investigation. 


During the investigation, the men gave suspicious home addresses. Deputy Garza thought he 
recognized one of the suspects as a resident of| [=] Leonard Ave, which was approximately 
20 yards north of the detention. 


Deputy Garza went to po] to ascertain if he could contact anyone at the residence to 
confirm his suspicion that one of the suspects lived at that residence. He knocked on the front 
door but did not get a response. He then went to the back door, walking along a walkway 
between the residence and an apartment building, north of the residence. 


As he got to the back of the residence, he peeped into a very small broken window and saw a 
man and a woman inside. The woman was yelling “Policia, Policia” as the male began to run 
toward the front door of the residence. Deputy Garza returned to the front of the residence just as 
the suspect (later identified as Luis Sosa) was exiting the front door. 


Sosa, who was armed with a blue steel 22 (long) caliber, semiautomatic pistol, turned and fired 
one shot at Deputy Garza, who immediately ducked and went to the ground for cover. Deputies 
Phillips and S saw the shooting and thought that Deputy Garza had been shot. They 
both identified themselves and returned fire. Sosa ran north on Leonard Avenue and turned a 
second time to fire at the deputies. Both Deputies Phillips and [MJ fired at him a second 
time. Sosa dropped his gun in the street and continued running north on Leonard Avenue, then 
west in between two residences, eventually running into apartment [J at MY EE. 
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Deputy Garza said that he did not fire at Sosa because he never had a sight picture on him. A 998 
was broadcast and the area was quickly contained by East Los Angeles Station field personnel. 


Suspect Sosa was taken into custody by a Special Weapons Team without additional shots being 
fired. 


SUSPECT 
Luis Sosa (DOB - 06/02/80) is a five foot six inch one hundred and thirty pound male Hispanic. 


DEPUTIES 


Arrived at | # of Rounds Fired 
East Los previous | from Beretta 
Angeles 


PRELUDE TO THE SHOOTING INCIDENT 


Deputies Manual Garza, ( and Timothy Phillips were driving north in the 1000 
block of South Leonard Avenue in an unmarked Chevrolet Caprice patrol vehicle. Deputy 

was driving, Deputy Phillips was seated in the front passenger seat and Deputy Garza 
was seated in the rear passenger seat. They were assigned to the East Los Angeles Station 
Special Problem Enforcement Team and were responsible for resolving community complaints 
and missions directed by the East Los Angeles Station operations staff. The deputies were 
wearing Class C uniforms consisting of a green polo shirt with an embroidered Sheriff's star, 
gold “L.A. County Sheriff’ shoulder patches, and “SHERIFF” printed across the back of the 
shirt; blue jean pants and Sam Brown gun belt. 


As the deputies drove north, they saw (NN and (J walking in the middle 
of the street. MW was pushing a bicycle beside him. The deputes stopped the 
pedestrians for impeding the flow of traffic (21956 C.V.C.) and causing a traffic hazard. 


As the deputies stopped their vehicle to contact the pedestrians, Deputy Garza witnessed J 
HE drop a folded dollar bill onto the ground near his feet. Deputy Garza recognized the 
folded currency (Bindle) as a common method of containing narcotics contraband. Deputy 
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Garza directed MI toward Deputies Phillips and {J after telling the deputies 
what he had seen. Deputy Garza retrieved the folded currency from where he saw 


throw it and found it contained a green leafy substance resembling marijuana. 


The deputies attempted to positively identify the two detainees who possessed no identification. 
Deputy Garza had previous contacts with EE and had seen him standing in the 
doorway of ME S. Leonard Avenue as recently as 10-26-99. The deputies believed the 
detainees were not telling the truth about their addresses and dates of birth, making it impossible 
for a citation to be issued for the marijuana violation. 


Deputy Garza believed that EEE either lived at (IJ S. Leonard or knew the 
residents of the location and believed he would be able to positively identify PY by 
contacting the residents at the location. 


Deputy Garza knocked on the front door of the residence qa S. Leonard), however, no one 
answered the door. He said he could hear voices and conversation coming from inside the 
location. He walked to the north side of the location and walked some 40 feet toward the side 
door of the location and knocked on the door. 


Deputy Garza said a small window beside the side door suddenly opened. He said he was 
unaware of the window and was startled when it was opened. He said he saw the face of a 
female Hispanic in the window and she began screaming. He said the female Hispanic slammed 
the window shut and ran toward the center of the home screaming “Policia Policia Policia.” 
Deputy Garza said he heard what sounded like a person running towards the front door of the 
residence. He said he ran to the north west corner of the residence, stopping just north of the 
porch. He believed that someone within the residence might be in need of help. 


SHOOTING INCIDENT #1 

As Deputy Garza stopped at the front porch, a male Hispanic (Suspect Sosa) ran out the front 
door and down the porch stairs. He said suspect Sosa turned, faced him. He said Suspect Sosa 
simultaneously pointed a gun at him with his right hand and fired one round. Deputy Garza said 
he turned his body and dropped to the ground. Deputy Garza said he heard Deputies Phillips and 
MN yl, “Sheriff's Department” numerous times. Deputy Garza said he heard numerous 
gun shots. 


Depu 
O... he was standing near the front of his unmarked patrol car when he 


saw Suspect Sosa run out the front door of the location 1 S. Leonard) and run down the 
front porch stairs, turn toward Deputy Garza, who was standing five feet away. Deputy 

said he saw Suspect Sosa fire one round from the gun he [Sosa] was holding in his 
right hand. Deputy re | said he saw Deputy Garza suddenly fall to the ground as Suspect 
Sosa crouched down and slowly approach Deputy Garza as he [Sosa] continued to point his gun 
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in Deputy Garza’s direction. 


Deputy MM said he shouted “Sheriff's Department” several times to announce his 
presence and draw Suspect Sosa’s attention from Deputy Garza. Deputy MM fearing for 
Deputy Garza’s safety, fired several rounds from his Beretta 9mm pistol. He said Deputy 
Phillips also fired also fired several rounds form his Beretta 9mm pistol. 


Deputy Timothy Phillips 

Deputy Phillips said he was seated in the right front passenger seat of the unmarked Chevrolet 
Caprice using the Mobil Digital Terminal. As he looked forward, he saw Suspect Sosa standing 
in front of I || S. Leonard Ave. pointing a gun at Deputy Garza with his right hand. Deputy 
Phillips said he saw Suspect Sosa fire one round at Deputy Garza from a distance of 
approximately five feet. He said Deputy Garza quickly fell to the ground. Deputy Phillips said 
he believed Deputy Garza had been shot. 


Deputy Phillips said he yelled “Sheriff’s Department” several times as Suspect Sosa appeared to 
be looking for Deputy Garza, continuing to point the gun in Deputy Garza’s direction. In fear of 
Deputy Garza’s life, Deputy Phillips said he fired several rounds from his Beretta 9mm pistol 
toward Suspect Sosa. 


SHOOTING INCIDENT #2 
Depu 
Deputy said Suspect Sosa turned and ran northbound approximately 25 yards until he 


reached the middle of the street in front of South Leonard Ave. Deputy EE said 
Suspect Sosa stopped, turned in his direction with his gun in his right hand, and raised the 
weapon in his and Deputy Phillip’s direction as they ran towards Deputy Garza. 


Deputy MI said in fear for his life and the life of Deputy Phillips, he fired a second volley 
from his Beretta 9mm pistol at Suspect Sosa. He said Suspect Sosa dropped his gun in the street 
and continued running northbound on Leonard Ave. Deputy said Suspect Sosa ran 


westbound between EN. and Gj . out of view. 


Deputy Timothy Phillips 

Deputy Phillips said Suspect Sosa ran northbound on Leonard Ave. stopping in front o S. 
Leonard Ave. He said Suspect Sosa turned to his left while holding his gun in his right hand. He 
said Suspect Sosa pointed the gun in his and Deputy direction as they ran toward 
Deputy Garza. Fearing for his life and the life of Deputy Deputy Phillips fired a 


second volley from his Beretta 9mm pistol at Suspect Sosa. Deputy Phillips said Suspect Sosa 


ran northbound on Leonard Ave. and then westbound between MY ARM. ano EEE E 


|. out of view. 
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ONS FOLLOWING THE SHOOTING 
Deputies Phillips and MM followed Suspect Sosa at a distance until they lost sight of him 
when he ran westbound between the houses towards Simmons Street. Fearing the suspect’s 
weapon would be taken if it were left in the street, Deputy [J recovered the Smith & 
Wesson .22 long semi-automatic pistol. The weapon was held for prints and other ballistics 
testing. 


A containment was established with assisting East Los Angeles Station units and members of the 
California Highway Patrol. Several witnesses reported seeing Suspect Sosa enter the apartment 
at UY EE. apartment J. The apartment building was contained and a Special 
Weapons Team was requested. Suspect Sosa was taken into custody by members of the Special 
Weapons Team. 


WITNESS INTERVIEWS 

Deputy Manual Garza 

Deputy Manual Garza said he and his partners were traveling north on Leonard Ave. in the 1000 
block at approximately 1600 hours when they came across male Hispanic (MMMM 
riding a bicycle and a male Hispanic EEE) walking along side him. He said the two 
males were in the middle of the street. He said they drove directly behind the two males and 
directed them to the east side of the street in front of MY A. The traffic 
enforcement stop was for impeding traffic (21956 C.V.C.). 


Deputy Garza said as he contacted A outside of the radio car, he saw him drop a 
folded dollar bill onto the ground at his feet. The currency was folded in the shape of a bindle 
commonly used to contain narcotic contraband. Deputy Garza informed his partners of what he 
had seem and directed MA toward Deputies Phillips and He recovered the 
currency and found it contained a green leafy substance resembling marijuana. He informed his 
partners of the contents of the bindle. 


Deputy Garza said o asked MN for his identification. JJ said he 
had none. He said Deputy asked for his address. said he lived Leonard Ave. 
north of Whittier Blvd. Deputy Garza said he believed E about his residence 
address because he had seen him standing in the opened doorway | S. Leonard Ave. using 


a telephone the evening prior. He said they were unable to confirm any information MY 
provided via their Mobil Digital Terminal. 


Deputy Garza believed that MM either lived at YY S- Leonard or knew the 
residents of the location and believed he would be able to positively identify MN by 
contacting the residents at the location. Deputy Garza said he told his partners of his intentions. 


Deputy Garza knocked on the front door of the residence (JJ S. Leonard), however, no one 
answered the door. He said he could hear voices and conversation coming from inside the 
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location. He walked to the north side of the location and walked some 40 feet toward the side 
door of the location and knocked on the door. 


Deputy Garza said a small window beside the side door suddenly opened. He said he was 
unaware of the window and was startled when it was opened. He said he saw the face of a 
female Hispanic in the window and she began screaming. He said he was startled, stepped back 
and drew his weapon. He said the female Hispanic slammed the window shut and ran toward the 
center of the home screaming “Policia Policia Palace.” Deputy Garza said he heard what 
sounded like a person running towards the front door of the residence. He said he ran to the 
north west corner of the residence, stopping just north of the porch. He believed that someone 
within the residence might be in need of help. 


Deputy Garza said as he came around the northwest corner of the location, Suspect Sosa was 
already down the front porch steps. He said he could see a handgun in his right hand. He said 
Sosa brought the gun up, pointed it at him, and fired one round at him. Deputy Garza said as 
Suspect Sosa brought the gun up, he started to drop down to the ground for cover. Deputy Garza 
said he yelled out, “He just shot at me.” He said the distance between himself and Suspect Sosa 
was approximately 5-10 feet. He said Sosa pointed the gun right at him and he heard the weapon 
discharge as he dropped to the ground. 


Deputy Garza said from his crouched position he could see Deputies Phillips and MS 
shoot at Suspect Sosa. He said as Suspect Sosa ran north, he lost sight of him. He said he saw 
both deputies running north after Suspect Sosa. Deputy Garza said he never had an opportunity 
to fire his Beretta at Suspect Sosa. 


Deputy Garza said he ran to their radio car to control the detainees A He 
broadcast emergency radio traffic to advise assisting units of the shooting and established a 
containment. 


Deputy Garza said the inflection of the voice yelling “Policia, Policia, Policia” sounded to him 
like a warning. He said they may have been selling narcotics the way the window opened when 
he knocked. He said he believed he was running from something and he needed to contact him 
to find out what or why he reacted as he did. 


Deputy Garza said he had no previous contacts with Luis Sosa and had never seen him before the 
night of the shooting. He said he has had no prior dealings with the location at PJ] Leonard 
Ave. and that the incident as it unfolded was purely unexpected. Deputy Garza later stated there 
were rumors going around about drug dealing at the Leonard Avenue address. 


IAB Note: This statement conflicts how Deputy Garza linked [J to the Leonard 
Ave. location (Page3 paragraph 3). 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 6 IAB SH 1273723 


Luis Sosa 

Suspect Luis Sosa was interviewed by East Los Angeles Station Detectives Berardi (Sgt.), 
Williams and Gama on October 28, 1999 and 0215 hours. 1 (Sergeant Katz) was present for the 
interview which was tape recorded. Detective Gama began questioning Suspect Sosa. Suspect 
Sosa first told us that he was visiting his cousin who lives in apartment [J at MUY EEE 
Ave. He said the apartment belongs to his J. He said he opened the front door and was 
pulled out by his hair. Sosa said that was all that he remembered. He said he was in Los 
Angeles with his mother earlier in the day and took a public bus to Ps apartment. 


Detective Gama confronted Suspect Sosa with the telephone calls he had made while in the 
apartment. Suspect Sosa said he called his mom to pick him up because it was late and he did 
not want to take the bus home. He said he did not know why he was arrested, denied murdering 
anyone, and denied shooting at anyone on Leonard Ave. and running to Simmons Ave. and 
changing his clothing. 


Sergeant Berardi confronted Suspect Sosa with the fact that his weapon was recovered at the 
scene and his finger prints were found on the weapon. He also confronted Suspect Sosa with the 
number of witnesses who had made statements putting him at the scene of the shooting. Suspect 
Sosa again stated a denial of involvement in the incident. He did, however, admit to previously 
possessing a gun. Sergeant Berardi asked Suspect Sosa why the gun went off. Suspect Sosa said 
he did not do it and did not know what happened. Sosa admitted his friend [J lives on 
Leonard Ave at the location where the shooting occurred. Sergeant Berardi told Suspect Sosa the 
truth is what is important and that people make mistakes. 


IAB Note: — MJ was onc of the detainees initially stopped by 
Deputies Garza, ( and Phillips. 


Suspect Sosa said, “O.K., let me talk to you straight out. Help me and I am gonna help you. I’m 
gonna tell you the truth. I fucked up.” Suspect Sosa went on to explain that he was in 
possession of the gun because he had ben beaten by gang members in the past. Sosa said he was 
inside the house at I | | S. Leonard Ave. when the female resident yelled out, “Coco help me. 
He pointed a gun at me.” Sosa said he did not know it was the police and that he had fucked up. 


Suspect Sosa went on to say the shooting was an accident. He said that when he knew it was the 
police, he threw the gun down. He said he knew he had “fucked up.” Sosa described the gun as 
a .25 caliber black handgun with wooden grips. He said he had the gun in his right hand when he 
fired the weapon at Deputy Garza. Sosa said when he saw it was the police, he wanted to stop, 
but they started shooting at him. He said he believed if he had stopped, the police would kill 
him. He said he knew he had “fucked up” and knew he was going to do time. 


Suspect Sosa said he found the gun somewhere in Los Angeles. He said when he did, it was not 
loaded with bullets. He said he got some bullets and had a friend load the gun for him. Suspect 
Sosa admitted to shooting at Deputy Garza saying he thought the house was being robbed by area 
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gang members. Suspect Sosa admitted to firing the gun one time, saw it was the police, threw 
the gun real fast, and put his hands up so as not to be shot. 


Suspect Sosa said the deputies shot at him seven to nine times. He said he did not shoot at 
Deputy Garza with the intention of killing him. He described holding the gun in his right hand 
and pointing it behind him in a very haphazard manner. He said the deputies continued to shoot 
at him even after he threw down the gun. 


Suspect Sosa admitted to calling his mother once he ran to apartment A at MY 
and asking her to pick him up. He said he told his {J he had made a mistake and shot at the 
police. 


Suspect Sosa said he was arrested when he received a telephone call from someone who asked 
him to open the apartment door so he could read the apartment number on the door. He said he 
was grabbed and arrested. He denied changing his clothing when he got to the apartment. 


Witness MI was detained by East Los Angeles Detectives Estrada and Rocha after being 
seen running eastbound through the walkway just north of the location S. Leonard 
Ave.). Witness [J said she was inside a EB when she 
saw “Coco” bust in the front door yelling, “I just shot some narcs. I need to change my clothes.” 


Witness J accompanied the detectives and took them to the apartment where she had last 
seen “Coco” (Suspect Sosa). 


Witness J said she became scared after what Suspect Sosa had told her and she left the 
apartment. She said she saw Suspect Sosa holding a black object in his right hand, but she did 
not know if it was a gun. 


Witness resides at 
. She was identified by East Los Angeles Station personnel as a direct witness 
to the shooting. 


Witness J said she and her mother were watching the house across the street, the house 
from which Suspect Sosa exited, because there has been a large amount of narcotic activity at the 
location. She said her mother called out to her to tell her the police were stopping one of the 
residents of the location where the narcotics were being sold. Witness |] walked out to the 
front porch of her home and saw a patrol unit was detaining two individuals at the front of the 
car. She said she only noticed two uniformed deputies standing with the detainees. 


Witness Ea said she immediately recognized the detainee with short hair standing on the 
west side of the radio car as one of the people who lived at the location from which Suspect Sosa 
had exited and fired his gun at Deputy Garza. She said she had seen the detainee coming and 
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going from the location on numerous occasions. She said he is constantly standing on the porch 
of the location also. She also believed the remaining detainee at the front of the radio car 
frequented the location, although she did not believe he lived at the location. 


Witness MN said as she watched the activity at the radio car, she saw a male Hispanic 
(Suspect Sosa), 20 years old, wearing a blue headed sweatshirt and blue jeans, exit the front door 
of the location (Y J Leonard) onto the porch. She said she had a direct line of sight at the 
suspect from her porch and could see him clearly. She said she saw the suspect holding a 
handgun along the side of his leg. She said the gun looked to be a blue steel semiautomatic. 
After several seconds, she saw a short male Hispanic deputy run to the front of the house along 
the south side of the building. She said as the deputy rounded the corner, the suspect raised his 
gun, pointed it at the deputy, and fired one shot. She said the deputy appeared to have seen the 
suspect because he ducked just as the suspect fired his gun. She said if the deputy had not 
ducked she was sure he would have been shot. 


Witness [2] said after the first shot by the suspect, her mother screamed and she returned 
inside to check on her welfare. She found her mother had suffered a heart attack. She said she 
heard several other shots, however, she did not see anything else because she stayed with her 
mother to render aid until the paramedics arrived. 


MA + EEE -+ 


was inside his home at the time of the shooting. He said he heard 6-7 shots and did not see or 
hear anything else. 


Witness resis 2 A 1 ias 
he was inside his home at the time of the shooting. He said he heard 6-7 shots and did not see or 
hear anything else. 


MA. rra ss 


was inside her home at the time of the shooting. She said she heard 6-7 shots and did not see or 
hear anything else. 


E resides at . He said he was 


inside the house visiting friends at when he heard several shots. When he 
looked out a window, he saw deputies detaining two make Hispanic adults in the street in front 
of their gold unmarked police car. He did not hear or see anything else. 


Witness MI ricos a MOS Ho said he was 
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visiting friends at MM. He was standing on the front porch alone when he heard a 
single gun shot, a slight pause. He said he looked across the street toward | | 

He said he saw two deputies fire several rounds in a north westerly direction. He did not see who 
they were firing at. He also saw two male Hispanic adults standing near a gold unmarked police 
car. 


Witness EEE resis as i si. sic 
that while inside her apartment she heard 6-7 gun shots and heard someone yell, “Open the door” 
in Spanish. She did not see or hear anything else. 


—s 
Witness Bee || kn 


heard 5-6 gun shots while inside his home. He did not see or hear anything else. 


a n resides at fg MY. He said he heard 


5-6 gun shots while inside his home. He did not see or hear anything else. 


Witness MM resis a: MOS. so said she 
heard 7 gun shots while she was inside her apartment. She did not see or hear anything else. 


ES | said he was walking on Leonard Ave. near Alston St. when he, along with 


another unknown male Hispanic, were detained by deputies. Witness El said the deputies 
recovered a marijuana cigarette he was in possession of. He said the deputies questioned him 
about where lived. During this time, he said he heard gun shots and one of the deputies put him 
on the ground. He said the deputy turned his head away so he could not see what was happening. 
He said he looked up and saw the deputies running on Leonard Ave. chasing a male Hispanic 
wearing a black jacket and a bennie. He said the deputies yelled for the male to stop and then 
began shooting at him for no reason. 


Witness MY told Detective Ramirez that he lived with a male Hispanic named “Coco.” He 
said he thought the male running from the deputies was “Coco” because he recognized the bennie 
as being similar to the one “Coco” wears. He also said the male the deputies were chasing came 
from the area of his apartment. 


IAB Note: — MJ was initially interviewed as a witness to the shooting 


by East Los Angeles Detective Ramirez Y. MN spoke 
only Spanish and the interview was translated by Deputy 


Rodriguez MN. A search warrant was served in connection 
with this case at the MI) residence. Quantities of heroin 
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and cocaine were found at the location and EN was 
subsequently charged with possession of cocaine and heroin for 
purpose of sales. was positively identified as 

|, a resident of | 


is the [J of Luis Sosa and resides at 
Although he did not witness any part of the shooting, he said his, Suspect 
Luis Sosa, telephoned him and told him that he had a problem and appeared to be crying. He 


said Suspect Sosa asked him for money because he was going to New York on Monday. He said 
he told his J he had no money and hung up the telephone. 


MN said the suspect called a second time twenty to thirty minutes later. He again told him 
he had a problem. {EJ said he told him t take care of the problem himself. He said the 


suspect asked to speak with his He said he told him to call back later as 
she was not home. 


said the suspect called a third time and spoke to his MN. He said after his y got 
off the phone, she told him she was going to see what the problem was and left their house. 
Some time later, he said his [JJ telephoned him and asked that he meet her because the problem 
the suspect had was with the police. He said he wanted her to talk with the suspect to convince 


him to surrender. He said he met his ij at the East Los Angeles location where contacted by 
deputies. 


IAB Note: This interview was conducted by East Los Angeles Detective 
Ramirez in Spanish and was translated by Deputy David Rodriguez 


of Luis Sosa and resides at 

. Although she did not witness any part of the shooting, she said her 

|, Suspect Luis Sosa, telephoned her and told her that he had a problem and the police were 
there. He asked her to come to the Simmons address so he could talk to her. She said she 
followed directions her [J gave to her, however, she was unable to get to the location because 
the streets were blocked by deputies. She said at about 1830 hours, she called her =a who 
came to the area. They eventually made contact with deputies. 


IAB Note: This interview was conducted by East Los Angeles Detective 
Ramirez in Spanish and was translated by Deputy David Rodriguez 
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Special Enforcement Bureau Deputy Gregory Saunders 

Deputy Saunders said he was the sixth man of the entry team that took suspect Sosa into custody. 
He said he was staged in apartment Y with the other entry team members. He said crisis 
negotiators were speaking to Suspect Sosa and had instructed him to open the apartment door. 
He said a male Hispanic matching the description of Suspect Sosa opened the door to apartment 
A and stood in the doorway holding a cordless telephone to his ear. 


Deputy Saunders said he illuminated Suspect Sosa with the flashlight mounted to his weapon and 
ordered him to the floor in a prone position. Deputy Saunders said he escorted Suspect Sosa to 
apartment i. He said he was holding on to Sosa’s left hand which was behind his back as he 
held his weapon in his right hand. He said Suspect Sosa was not handcuffed or flex-cuffed and 
only a search of his waistband had been performed. 


Deputy Saunders said with Suspect Sosa in front of him, they entered apartment Y which was 
darkened so as not to back-light the entry team. Deputy Saunders said as they entered the 
apartment, Suspect Sosa tripped forward, falling toward the carpeted floor. He said he tried to 
break the suspects fall by holding on to him, however, both fell to the floor. He said Suspect 
Sosa’s face hit the edge of a wooden table. He said Sosa said he had hit his eye on the table and 
was bleeding. 


Deputy Saunders said he flex-cuffed Suspect Sosa and searched him thoroughly. No weapons or 
contraband were found. Deputy Saunders said he wiped a small amount of blood away from the 
left side of Sosa’s face. When he did, he saw Suspect Sosa had sustained a small laceration 
across the bridge of his nose which was bleeding. He saw no other injuries to Sosa. 


Deputy Saunders said when the lights were turned on, he saw a large area rug that was buckled 
near the entry to the apartment. He believed Suspect Sosa could not see the rug when they 
entered the room and tripped over it. 


Deputy Saunders said Emergency Services Detail Paramedics Hernandez and Harrell examined 
and treated Suspect Sosa for the laceration to the bridge of his nose. He said Team Leader 
Sergeant Parra and Team Commander, Lt. Ford were notified of the injury sustained by Suspect 
Sosa. 


Suspect Luis Sosa (Second interview by I.A.B. investigators) 

Suspect Sosa was re-interviewed by Sergeants Steven Katz and Michael Colton of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau on October 29, 1999 at 1630 hours in the East Los Angeles Court Lock-up. The 
interview was tape recorded. 


The purpose of this second interview was to question Suspect Sosa in regards to allegations made 
by Witness involving Suspect Sosa and Deputy Garza. Suspect Sosa told us that 
(AKA resides at MINI He said he ran to the 
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apartment after the shooting and told the story to his MMMM. He 
said an older woman (EEE) was also present when he told the story. He said he told 
them the police shot at him 6-7 times after he shot at the police 1 time. Suspect Sosa said he 
never fired his gun from inside the residence at | | Leonard. He only fired one time and 
when he did, the weapon was pointed up toward the sky. He said he never exited the back door 
of the location and never ran around any of the apartments at the rear of the location. He said he 
exited the front door of the location and ran down the front porch steps. 


Suspect Sosa told us he believed the weapon holds 10 rounds in the magazine and it may have 
been loaded with 9 or 10 rounds. He said he never tried to fire the weapon more than one time. 
Suspect Sosa said after he ran initially, he stopped, and was facing east when he put the gun on 
the ground. He said he tried to show the gun to the deputies so they would not shoot him. He 
said he was holding the gun between his thumb and fore finger. He said the deputies shot at him 
as he was putting the gun down. 


Suspect Sosa denied having any prior contact of any kind with Deputy Garza, either in the 
presence or out of the presence of Witness MM. He said he has never been stopped by 
the police before in East Los Angeles. 


Suspect Sosa said when he was taken into custody, he opened the door of apartment | and saw 
several police officers wearing helmets. He said he was handcuffed with plastic handcuffs in the 
hallway of the apartment. He said the plastic was very tight on his wrists. He said he was 
pushed into apartment, which was very dark, and he fell onto a wooden table. He said he was 
bleeding from his nose. Later he said the lights in the apartment were turned on a deputy told 
him “You fell. You fell.” 


econd interview by I.A.B. investigators) 
resides 2 AO onc was interviewed by 


Sergeant Steven Katz and Lieutenant Cecil Rhambo of the Internal Affairs Bureau on October 
28, 1999. She said that the night of the shooting, Luis Sosa, who she knows as “Coco” ran into 
her apartment. She said he said he had just shot at the cops eight times and needed a change of 
clothing. She said Sosa was very scared and excited. 


MN said Suspect Sosa telephoned his J and told him he was sorry for what he had 
done. She said he told his BE if they never see him again he was sorry for everything he had 
done. She said the conversation took place in Spanish. She said the next call he made was to a 
taxi cab service. She said Suspect Sosa broke down the door to the back bedroom and found 
clothing belonging to E to change into. She described MN as a drug dealer who sold 
narcotics on Leonard Avenue. 


MN said she took two small children in the apartment to a neighboring apartment ($f) and 
then walked out to the alley behind the apartment where she saw a deputy and told him the 
person they were looking for was in apartment J. 
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MN said that deputies were very familiar with the house at [JJ S. Leonard Ave. She 
said the deputies believed drug dealers were selling narcotics based on information they had 
received from a local area prostitute (A. She said deputies were always contacting 
people at that house because of a drug problem. 


MN said Deputy Garza knew the two males originally detained were suspected drug dealers 
and knew the location was a suspected drug dealing location. She said three days prior to this 
incident, she was with Coco (Luis Sosa) when they were stopped by Deputy Garza. She said 
Deputy Garza banged Sosa’s head against the radio car and choked him to see if he had narcotics 
in his mouth. 


IAB Note: These claims were refuted by Suspect Luis Sosa who participated 
in a subsequent interview with Sergeant Katz and Sergeant Colton 
of the Internal Affairs Bureau. Suspect Sosa said he never had any 
prior contact with Deputy Garza and said his head was never 
pushed into a radio car, nor was he ever choked. 


resides at iE and was interviewed by 
Sergeant Steven Katz and Lieutenant Cecil Rhambo of the Internal Affairs Bureau. She said she 
was escorted out of her apartment by S.W.A.T. personnel the night of the shooting. When she 
was allowed to return to her apartment, she found a large blood stain on the throw rug in her 
living room. She said the stain actually penetrated through a second throw rug and down to the 
actual carpeting. She said she never saw any blood on her coffee table or the plastic cover. 


IAB Note: See supplemental reports by S.E.B. deputies Saunders and 
Davoren. 


INJURIES 

Suspect Luis Sosa was transported to the emergency room at Beverly Hospital, 309 W. Beverly 
Blvd., Montebello, (323) 725-4225, where he was treated by Doctor Richard Garcia for an acute 
nasal contusion/abrasion and an acute left lateral abrasion. 


IAB Note: The Supplemental report documenting the injury reflects Suspect Sosa’s 
injuries resulted from his attempt to elude capture by sheriff s deputies. 


SUSPECT’S WEAPON 

The suspect’s weapon was a Smith & Wesson (Serial #THA6613) Model 422, .22 caliber semi- 
automatic pistol loaded with seven live rounds. The suspect fired one round as evidenced by the 
single .22 caliber shell casing recovered in front of {J S. Leonard Ave. The shell casing 
was compared with the suspect’s weapon and confirmed to have been fired from the suspect’s 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 14 IAB SH 1273723 


~ ~ 


weapon. The firearm was test fired four times and found to function normally. 


DEPUTY’S WEAPON 

Deputies Phillips and {J were armed with Department issued Beretta pistols. A total of 
twelve 9mm rounds were fired. Deputy MM Beretta pistol, serial number BER. 
contained eight rounds in the magazine and one round in the chamber. Deputy Phillip’s Beretta 
pistol, serial number BER. contained ten rounds in the magazine and one round in the 
chamber. The weapons were inspected by East Los Angeles Detective Sergeant Robert Berardi 
to ascertain the number of rounds fired by each deputy. The weapons were test fired and found 
to function normally. 
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